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It is an absolute privilege to welcome you to our  
ACG Tauranga community.

We are a school where diversity is encouraged and celebrated, and where people  
are always at the heart of what we do. We are incredibly proud of who we are. 

Building strong and meaningful relationships with our families, we work side by side to 
develop confident, capable young people who don’t just succeed at school, but at life. 
Working collaboratively with families, we aim to create positive connections, enabling 
open communication and high levels of trust.

ACG Tauranga students are kind, caring and inclusive young people who appreciate 
relationships as fundamental to their own well-being and success. They value learning 
and respect the importance of hard work, knowing what success looks like for them as 
individuals. Understanding the importance of being a connected member of our school 
community, our students love getting involved. Whether participating in Sport, Arts, 
Leadership, Community or Outdoor Education opportunities, they always give their all. 
Supporting each other is simply what they do. 

ACG Tauranga delivers the internationally recognised Cambridge Curriculum from 
Year 1 all the way through to Year 13. Families can be confident in the knowledge that 
learning programmes are both robust and deliberate. Teachers are highly skilled and 
expert within their subject area. All ACG Tauranga staff, whether in the classroom, 
administration or looking after the school grounds, are completely committed to the 
well-being and growth of each and every student. We know our students, care about 
them as young people and will always go above and beyond to support them. 

ACG Tauranga is so much more than a school; it is a family.

– Thea Killian | Principal

What this means for you 
As a co-educational, independent group, 
Inspired and ACG Tauranga aim to help 
students achieve their maximum potential 
in a nurturing, progressive academic 
environment. Promoting a holistic 
educational experience, we believe in 
empowering students with the knowledge, 
attitudes and beliefs they require to 
embrace the challenges of their future. We 
focus on identifying and developing the 
individuality and talents of all students, 
building their confidence, and equipping 
them to take on the world with the skills 
and self-assurance to ensure success.

For ACG Tauranga, Inspired’s global reach 
allows us to offer considerable benefits to 
both our students and staff. This includes 
the opportunity to enjoy international 
exchanges and summer programmes in 
many Inspired schools.

Through Inspired, the principal and 
teachers at ACG Tauranga have access 
to educational leaders at the forefront of 
ideas. Sharing best international practice, 
knowledge, resources, and training, enables 
us to remain on the cutting edge of 
educational innovation.

As an Inspired school, ACG Tauranga 
continues to deepen our commitment to 
an international outlook, preparing our 
students for tomorrow’s world.

An Inspired school
ACG Tauranga is proud to be an Inspired school. Inspired is a leading 
global premium schools group operating across Europe, Asia-Pacific, 
Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America. Currently educating over 
55,000 students, its international network of 70 outstanding schools 
delivers proven best practice to ensure world-class learning. 
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A winning combination of world-class education and strong family values, our 
holistic focus sets students up for success in a globally competitive world. We 
stand tall on the shoulders of our four key pillars: Learning, Sport, Art, and 
Community and Leadership.

Exceptional learning
At ACG Tauranga we empower students to 
pursue personal excellence and reach for the 
stars. The only school in the region offering 
the Cambridge Curriculum from Primary to 
Secondary, our dedicated, passionate teachers 
provide individualised care and inspirational 
learning. Recognising each student as unique, our 
programmes champion individual growth and 
promote a lifelong love of learning.

Sport
Whether part of an ACG Tauranga team, 
pursuing elite status in a chosen sport, or 
just enjoying social participation, all our 
young athletes are nurtured, challenged, 
and extended. Exciting sports and outdoor 
education programmes enrich learning and 
foster camaraderie, while cutting edge facilities 
– including a three-level sports complex – provide 
the starting blocks for sporting success.

Arts 
Celebrating and encouraging our young artists, 
ACG Tauranga embraces both the visual and 
performing arts through a vibrant and dynamic 
arts programme (including outstanding 
itinerant programmes). Right from Year 0, 
expert teachers deliver specialist classes in 
dance, drama, music and visual art, inspiring 
participation, performance, and self-expression 
among students. Additionally, our students have 
access to an extraordinary range of school and 
community based performance opportunities.

Community and leadership
Our students are at the heart of all we do. We 
embrace each individual for who they are and 
celebrate each family as a part of our ACG 
Tauranga community. Personalised relationships, 
holistic learning, and a strong teacher and tutor 
support system underpin all aspects of school 
life, while regular, open communication ensures 
families are an integral part of the journey. At 
ACG Tauranga we grow future leaders – global 
citizens who care deeply and passionately, pursue 
opportunities to facilitate change, and always 
strive for excellence.

Welcome to
ACG Tauranga
ACG Tauranga offers exciting and personalised educational 
pathways for Bay of Plenty families seeking the best for their 
children. Learning focused and values driven, we empower 
students to fulfil their potential, both in the classroom and 
beyond. Our holistic approach, globally-recognised curriculum 
and an unbeatable range of sporting, arts, and community and 
leadership opportunities provide an essential foundation to 
prepare all our students for future success. 
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Situated on a large, landscaped, and 
vibrant campus in Pyes Pa, Tauranga, 
we offer an outstanding environment 
for learning and growth.

Purpose-built to the highest standards, 
our state-of-the-art facilities 
include spacious classrooms, science 
laboratories, a dedicated music 
suite, administrative areas, large 
multipurpose spaces, and engaging  
play areas.

Sports complex and fields  
 
Our three-level sports complex takes pride of 
place at the heart of the campus and is equipped 
for a wide range of sports, from badminton, 
basketball, and netball, to volleyball and indoor 
soccer. With viewing areas for up to 500 
spectators, the award-winning facility overlooks 
our full-sized soccer pitch and rugby field. 
 

College block 
 
The brand new College block, completed in 2022, 
is an enormous asset to ACG Tauranga. This 
contemporary space includes a specialist art 
room and science lab, five all-purpose classrooms, 
a dedicated library, a reception area and 
meeting rooms, and offices for the principal and 
administrative staff.

Early learning 
 
We are incredibly proud of our purpose-built Early 
Learning School, which opened in 2018, offering 
care and nurture for children from three months 
to five years. The preschool has:

- Capacity for 70 children 
- Excellent staff to child ratios 
- Three purpose-designed rooms 
- A landscaped outdoor area with flexible modular 
playground that can be moved and modified for 
variety
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Core values
 › Excellence 

 › Integrity

 › Respect

 › Courage

Our mission
Our core values are actively taught 
across all year levels and permeate all 
we do at ACG Tauranga. As adults, 
teachers and parents are tasked as 
the caretakers of our values, role 
modelling these through all areas of 
our school and wider community. 

Our vision
Students who are passionate about 
learning, together with a faculty 
willing to go the extra mile, create an 
exceptional learning community.

We are a leading provider of world-
class, values-driven international 
education in the Bay of Plenty. We 
have a reputation for excellence, with 
an emphasis on outstanding teaching, 
academic achievement, service to 
others, innovation and integrity.

Our values influence our students’ 
actions and attitudes and become a 
framework for the way in which they 
behave and interact. Through these 
values, our students develop a sense 
of self and are empowered to take 
responsibility for their own learning.

Our exceptional learning community inspires  
and empowers students to strive for excellence  
in all they do.
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Empathy, compassion, and respect 
are applauded and cultivated at ACG 
Tauranga. Our students think about the 
world around them, and care deeply about 
their community and environment.

Tutor programme
Our unique tutor programme has raised the bar in 
pastoral care and plays an integral role in student 
achievement. Every student is allocated a tutor for 
year-round personalised support, including one-on-one 
mentoring and group coaching. Tutor teachers take 
great care to get to know each student as an individual. 
Placing significant value on the connection between 
home and school, the tutor teacher becomes the first 
port of call for our families.

Parent communication
MyACG allows immediate and up-to-date details to be 
shared. Parents can access daily class and home learning 
updates, attendance, assessment results, and medical 
information and consents through one easy login. Termly 
result statements and reports summarise the term’s 
achievement. In addition, parent/teacher conferences 
are an excellent way for parents to actively engage with 
and discuss their child’s academic and social progress. 
Parents are welcome and encouraged to keep in regular 
contact with the tutor teacher.

House system
Leadership opportunities, a supportive school culture, 
and a strong sense of belonging are just some of the 
positives to come out of ACG Tauranga’s ‘vertical’ 
House system. Each House is comprised of a mix of year 
levels, encouraging interaction between age groups, and 
strengthening our school’s strong family feel. Siblings 
are kept together, creating a ‘family within a family’. 
Healthy competition, the STAR card recognition system 
and a range of fun activities encourages active House 
participation as students compete for the coveted ACG 
Tauranga House Shield.

Transition programme
Settling into life at ACG Tauranga is as smooth and 
seamless as possible thanks to our unique transition 
programme. Each new student is assigned a buddy 
(or buddies) to help them adjust to the culture and 
processes of the school and ensure they feel supported 
and welcome every step of the way. Families have the 
opportunity to connect with the tutor teacher through 
a structured orientation programme at the start of the 
academic year, or at the end of the student’s first day 
for those who join during the year. 
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eLearning and BYOD
ACG Tauranga equips students with the skills they need to 
compete in our rapidly-changing digital world. Our excellent 
BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) programme supports and drives 
student learning experiences. All Years 1 to 6 students have 
an iPad for use both inside and outside the classroom, while 
students from Year 7 onwards use specified laptops. Please do 
note that morning tea and lunch are device free times, providing 
an opportunity for our students to connect and engage with 
each other.

myACG
Track progress and stay up to date with the latest school events 
through our specialised online portal, myACG. With a unique 
login and password, parents and students use the portal to 
view academic reports, check timetables and attendance, book 
teacher interviews and access the latest school communications, 
newsletters, and notices.D
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The latest in digital technology 
enables ACG Tauranga students 
to explore their world in highly 
interactive and dynamic ways.

The study pathway at  
ACG Tauranga

A broad academic programme 
covering the following 
areas of learning:

An introduction to play and 
learning with opportunities 
to explore, experiment, 
solve problems and 
express individuality. 

A broad academic programme 
that builds on the knowledge 
and skills developed in Years 
1 to 6. The core programme 
consists of the following 
areas of learning: 

Students select subjects 
they’re passionate about for 
their external examinations 
for Cambridge IGCSE, AS, 
and A-Levels (see page 21 
for a list of subjects).

 › English
 › Mathematics
 › Science
 › Humanities
 › Visual Art 
 › Music 
 › Physical Education & Sport
 › Dance 
 › Drama
 › Health
 › Spanish (Years 5-6)

 › English
 › Mathematics
 › Science
 › Humanities
 › Spanish
 › ICT/Coding 
 › Public Speaking
 › Art 
 › Drama
 › Dance
 › Music 
 › Physical Education & Sport
 › Health

Year 11 assessment:

IGCSE (5 subjects)

Year 12 assessment:

AS-Levels (4 subjects)

Year 13 assessment:

AS or A-Levels (3-4 subjects)

Years 1–6
5–11 years old

Early 
Learning 
School 
3 months–5 years

Years 7–10
11–14 years old

Years 11–13
15–18 years old
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At ACG Tauranga Early Learning School, we introduce children to a love 
of play and learning by creating opportunities to explore, experiment, 
solve problems and express themselves as individuals.

Catering for children from three months to five 
years of age, ACG Tauranga Early Learning School 
offers the same care, support, and nurturing 
environment found within our world-class school. 
Purpose-built to stimulate curiosity and enhance 
growth and learning, ACG Tauranga Early Learning 
School is positioned alongside our Primary School 
and College, to provide an unrivalled educational 
pathway. All ACG Tauranga Early Learning School 
children are given priority entrance into ACG 
Tauranga Primary School.

Curriculum
Combining New Zealand’s Early Childhood 
Curriculum Te Whāriki with the latest research in 
child development, we have created an enquiry-
based learning programme centred around our 
children’s interests and passions. A ‘pathway to 
school’ programme prepares our four-year-olds for 
the next stage of their learning journey, offering a 
seamless transition from Early Learning School to 
Primary. 
 
Our centre has three classrooms: 
Pounamu – 3 months to 2 years 
Puwhenua – 2 to 3 years 
Pathways/Ara - 4 to 5 years

Meanwhile, two of our senior College teachers 
provide weekly sessions for children in science, 
dance and drama. Sessions are designed to inspire 
our children to begin their learning journey with 
wonderment and joy.

A positive foundation 
for learning 
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Vibrant classrooms, leading edge 
facilities, and specialist teaching 
spaces for science, music, dance, 
drama, and physical education. These 
are just some of the features that set 
ACG Tauranga Primary apart. Our 
students enjoy personalised attention 
from experienced teachers, and a 
holistic curriculum that focuses not 
only on academic development but on 
each child’s social, physical, emotional, 
and cultural needs.

Primary programme
In Years 1 to 6, students benefit from the Primary 
Cambridge Curriculum. They learn about their 
environment and make connections between their 
own community and the global world in which we 
live. Literacy, mathematics, and science are the 
main subject areas, alongside humanities, physical 
education, and the arts. In Years 5 and 6, students 
have a core classroom teacher for English and 
mathematics, and specialist Secondary teachers 
for their other subjects, including Spanish.

Personalised learning 
and support

Primary subjects:

English

Mathematics

Science

Humanities

Physical Education/Health

Visual Arts

Dance

Drama

Music

Spanish (Years 5-6)

Sport
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Students are taught through the Cambridge 
Curriculum by expert teachers in specialised 
environments. They undertake a foundation course 
of study, developing a variety of learning skills 
and strategies, whilst being guided through the 
important process of goal-setting and reflection.

Academic curriculum
The Middle School years form a crucial step in each 
student’s academic development. Knowledge and 
skills previously covered are consolidated, and new 
concepts and subject areas are explored. There 
continues to be a strong emphasis on English, 
mathematics and science, taught within a broad-
based academic programme, ensuring students 
have a wide range of subjects to choose from at a 
senior level.

Years 7–9
Learning how to learn

In the Middle School (Years 7 to 9), students begin to understand themselves as 
learners, building on their knowledge and skills from Primary and preparing for the 
challenges of Senior School.

In the Senior School, students receive direction 
yet have opportunities for independence – both as 
part of their studies and in their contribution to the 
school and the wider community. 

Academic curriculum
Students in Years 10 to 13 study an academic 
course based on the Cambridge International 
Examination system. IGCSE, AS and A-Levels are 
seen as part of a single qualification system, so 
courses at Years 12 and 13 are likely to contain a 
mixture of qualification levels.

Student leadership
The ACG Tauranga Student Leadership model 
provides an integrated approach, acknowledging 
the diverse ways that students contribute to, 
and participate in, school life. It encourages 
involvement and a collegial approach to leadership, 
whilst recognising the value of service. 

Whether taking a lead within their House, 
organising Pillar events, adding their voice to 
the student council or serving their community, 
ACG Tauranga offers a wide range of leadership 
opportunities for all ages.

Years 10–13 
A balanced and challenging curriculum

We prepare students for the future, whether that’s tertiary study in  
New Zealand or overseas, or a successful, meaningful career.
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Plus, IGCSE subjects for students who meet the entry criteria

Years 7–10 subjects

English Humanities Physical Education/Health

Mathematics Music Dance

Science Visual Art Computer Science

Spanish Drama Public Speaking

IGCSE Level subjects
Compulsory

English Language English Literature Mathematics

Optional (choose three)

Art and Design Chemistry Spanish Physical Education

Biology Computer Science History Physics

Business Studies Economics Music

AS-Level subjects
Compulsory

English Language or English Literature

Optional (choose three)

Art and Design Computer Science History Physics

Biology Physical Education Mathematics Spanish

Business Studies Economics Music Chemistry

A-Level subects
Optional (choose three or four)

Art and Design Computer Science History Physics

Chemistry Economics Mathematics Spanish

Biology English Language Music Physical Education

Business Studies English Literature
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Subject availability may vary from year to year depending on student interest and staff availability.
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Arts clubs and activities enrich student life, building 
confidence, nurturing creative expression, and 
instilling a strong sense of belonging. 

At ACG Tauranga, we encourage participation, offering exciting 
opportunities that enthuse and inspire, both in the classroom and 
beyond. All students from Years 1 to 10 take music, drama, dance, and 
visual arts. Arts leadership roles are available from Year 7, and our 
students enjoy a diverse variety of performance opportunities, from 
our large-scale school production, to local and national competitions 
and festivals. 

Arts clubs, activities, competitions and events

Theatre Sports
Biennial School 
Production

Itinerant Dance

DanceNZmade Talent Quest Dance Workshops

Showquest Art Club Craft Club

Speech and Drama Jazz Combo Rock Bands

Chamber Ensemble
Sheilah Winn 
Shakespeare Festival

Itinerant Music, 
Speech and Drama 
Programmes

Tauranga Primary 
Schools Music Festival

 May Music Month Wearable Arts

Photography Club Secondary Choir
Play it Strange 
Competition

Bandquest Itinerant Concert Lit Quiz

Lessons offered in:

 › Strings

 › Brass

 › Woodwind

 › Guitar

 › Ukulele

 › Bass Guitar

 › Drums

 › Piano

 › Vocals

 › Speech and Drama

 › Dance

 › Primary and 
Secondary Choirs
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Sport forms an integral part of students’ personal 
development. Not only does it promote a healthy 
school-life balance, but it fosters teamwork, 
builds school spirit, and encourages persistence 
and commitment.

All ACG Tauranga students are encouraged to participate in 
sport, and we have a wide and fast-growing range of options on 
offer. Beginning in our Early Learning School, our students benefit 
from specially designed sports programmes that build skills and 
confidence. Progressing through the year levels, students further 
develop these skills and enjoy exciting opportunities to represent 
ACG Tauranga in their chosen field. We are proud of the strength 
and abilities of all our representative sporting codes, which are well 
recognised within local school competitions.

Ideally equipped for aspiring athletes, our campus features 
well-maintained sports fields and a three-level sports complex, 
complete with fitness and weights room, indoor basketball courts, 
and viewing areas for up to 500 spectators.

Outdoor education opportunities are facilitated through a range 
of trips and overnight experiences.

Sporting opportunities offered at ACG Tauranga include:

Archery Table Tennis Rock Climbing

Basketball Swimming Football

Netball Running Club Hockey

Futsal Dance Yoga Club

Badminton Rowing Equestrian

ACG Tauranga facilitates additional opportunities in the following sports:

Rugby Softball Volleyball

Skiing/Snowboarding Swimming Water Polo

Multisport Motocross Gymnastics

Cricket Tennis Athletics

Although we have a high success rate of finding teams and coaching 
experiences for our students, we rely on external schools and providers 
and cannot guarantee placements.

 › Tough Guy & Gal Challenge Mud Run

 › Swimming at Liz van Welie Swim School

 › Athletics Day

 › Cross-country

 › Swimming Sports

Other sporting events offered by ACG Tauranga include:
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Our students are at the heart of all we do. We embrace each 
individual for who they are and celebrate each family as a part of 
our ACG Tauranga community. Personalised relationships, holistic 
learning, and a strong teacher and tutorial support system underpin 
all aspects of school life, while regular, open communication ensures 
families are an integral part of the journey. Providing opportunities 
for students to connect through outdoor education experiences, we 
value the friendships forged through challenge and fun. 

At ACG Tauranga we grow future leaders – global citizens who care 
deeply and passionately, pursue opportunities to facilitate change, 
and always strive for excellence. Driven by a vision to empower all 
students to build their leadership capabilities, our dynamic Student 
Leadership programme is underpinned by the values of courage, 
excellence, integrity and respect. Students can contribute to school 
life by representing their peers, leading sports teams, or taking on 
more formal leadership roles.

We empower our senior students as the 
caretakers of our school culture.

Student leadership

Our community
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Once we receive your application, we will invite you and your child to an interview with 
the school principal. This provides an opportunity for you to meet us in person, and 
for us to assess your child’s needs, ensure the school is the right fit, and answer any 
questions you may have. Interviews typically take 30 minutes.

Apply
Apply online at: apply.acgedu.com

We welcome applications at any time, but we encourage you to apply early to ensure 
places are available. The following must be attached with the application:

 › Passport or birth certificate
 › PAT or other standardised testing results
 › Latest school report

Offer
We assess your application, taking into account your child’s openness to new ideas and 
ability to cope with the work required. Students require a level of proficiency in English 
language to understand classroom instructions and express themselves confidently 
in both oral and written situations. ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) 
support is available for students whose first language is not English.

We will notify you of the result of your application within seven days of your interview.

Acceptance
If a place is offered to your child, we ask you to confirm your acceptance in writing 
and pay the acceptance fee within 15 days. Then go ahead and mark your child’s start 
date on your calendar and start counting down the days! Welcoming new students is a 
highlight of the ACG Tauranga school year.

Transport
Ensuring students get to school safely and quickly is a top 
priority and we provide a well-priced bus service for the 
Bay of Plenty region. If your location isn’t covered, please 
contact us – new routes are always being considered.

Visit our website for the latest routes:  
tauranga.acgedu.com/school-information/transport/



Guided tour
See the school in action on a tour with 
our Enrolment Manager — at 10am each 
Wednesday during term time.

Open Day
Meet students and staff as you explore the 
school. Check upcoming dates at:  
tauranga.acgedu.com

ACG Student for a Day™
To see if ACG Tauranga is the right fit, your 
child can spend a day with us as a student 
and experience the school first-hand.

Social
acgtauranga

@acgtauranga
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tauranga.acgedu.com

6 Keenan Road
Pyes Pa,
Tauranga

 ACGTauranga
  @acgtauranga

Every effort was made to present accurate information in this document at the time of publication (May 2022).  
We reserve the right to amend this information when necessary.

0800 222 355
P: +64 7 213 0100
E: tauranga@acgedu.com


